into battle
other of the many countries which are yearning to throw off the
odious Nazi yoke. Without such an Army, forged, tempered and
sharpened, and the sea-power which gives it so wide a choice, the
action of this war might be needlessly prolonged and might drift
towards disastrous stalemate. Nothing must be done which retards
or hinders the development of our Army. What it lacks in numbers
compared with the Nazi or Fascist hosts, it must make up in quality
and equipment. This is a lengthy process, but we must persevere
and not let ourselves be drawn from the task by passing distractions
or temptations.
The British Army is quite ready in any emergency to give all
possible help to Civil Defence forces in meeting local difficulties
which might arise from exceptional air attack. To some districts
which are overweighted by the burdens cast upon them they have
given very great assistance and will, where necessary, give more.
But to hear some people talk, one would think that we must begin
almost immediately to draft a large portion of our Army into the
civil and A.R.P. Services. One would take its lorries, another would
take its engineers and another would take its telegraphists; yet
another would use man-power on a great scale to clear away ruins.
Just as before this war it was a temptation not to make proper
arrangements for Civil Defence, now there is this inclination, not
unnaturally—it appears quite reasonable and rather seductive—to
trench unduly on the efficiency of the military machine in order to
meet day-by-day requirements. Let us be on our guard against
this. All through this winter the Army has got to train itself and
its fighting men in all the arts and manoeuvres of war. The House
of Commons, the Press and public opinion must be active to ward
ofi from our Army all demands and influences which would hamper
or delay the preparation of a weapon of the highest quality. Only
in this way shall we reach a position where instead of being forced to
suffer the measureless vexations of a widespread defensive attitude
we shall regain the initiative and make the enemy wonder where and
how we are going to strike at them. I ask the House which is the
foundation of our war-making effort to keep a careful eye on this
aspect of our affairs,
During all this menace of invasion, so near and so deadly, we
have never failed to reinforce our Armies in Egypt, almost to the
limits of our shipping capacity, not only with men but with precious
weapons which it was a wrench to take from our forces here. Scores
of thousands of troops have left this Island month after month or
have been drawn from other parts of the Empire for the Middle East.
These troops have been streaming away from this Island during the
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